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DAMASCUS

Syrian Prime
M i n i s t e r
M o h a m m e d
Ghazi Jalali said

in a video statement that
the government is ready

to “extend
its hand”
to the
o p p o s i -
tion and
hand over
its func-
tions to a
t r a n s i -
t i o n a l

government.
“I am in my house and

I have not left, and this is
because of my belonging
to this country,” Jalili
said. He said he would go
to his office to continue
work in the morning and
called on Syrian citizens
not to deface public
property.

He did not address re-
ports that President Ba-
shar Assad has left the
country. There was no im-
mediate comment from
the United Arab Emirates
on Assad's whereabouts.
Assad's family has exten-
sive real estate holdings

in Dubai.
Meanwhile, a video

shared on Syrian opposi-
tion media showed a group
of armed men escorting
Syrian Prime Minister Mo-
hammed Ghazi Jalali out
of his office and to the

Four Seasons hotel on Sun-
day.

Syrians have crowded
the Lebanese side of the
Masnaa border crossing
Sunday waiting to cross
back into Syria after the
fall of Bashar Assad.

Lebanon's General Se-
curity closed the crossing
overnight but reopened
it in the morning, allow-
ing Syrians to freely cross
out of Lebanon while re-
stricting their entry from
Syria into the country. PTI

Doesn’t address reports that President Assad left country

Moscow:Russian
state news agencies
are reporting that
ousted Syrian
President Bashar
Assad has arrived in
Moscowwith his
family and given
asylum. The agencies,
Tass and RIA, cited an
unidentified Kremlin
source. The
Associated Presswas
not immediately able
to verify the reports
but has contacted
the Kremlin for
comment. RIA also
cited an anonymous
Kremlin source that
Moscowhad
received guarantees
fromSyrian
insurgents of the
security of Russian
military bases and
diplomatic posts in
Syria. The report did
not give further
details. Assad
reportedly left Syria
early Sunday. Syrians
have been pouring
into streets echoing
with celebratory

gunfire after a
stunning rebel
advance reached the
capital, ending the
Assad family's 50
years of iron rule.
Meanwhile, Iran,
which had strongly
backed President
Bashar Assad's
deposed
government, says
Syrians should decide
their country's future
without “without
destructive, coercive,
foreign intervention.”
The statement from
the ForeignMinistry
on Sundaywas the
country's first official
reaction to the
overthrowof Assad's
government. PTI

Netanyahu says Israeli forces have
seized buffer zone in Golan Heights

Damascus: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu says Israeli
forces have seized a buffer zone in the Golan Heights established by a
1974 ceasefire agreement with Syria. He spoke on Sunday after a
lightning rebel advance ended Syrian President Bashar Assad's rule.
Netanyahu said the decades-old agreement had collapsed and that
Syrian troops had abandoned their positions, necessitating the Israeli
takeover. Israel captured the Golan Heights in the 1967 Mideast war
and annexed it. The international community, except for the United
States, views it as occupied Syrian territory. PTI

People gather to celebrate the fall of the Syrian government in Manbij on Sunday. PTI

‘Syrian ousted leader Assad
in Moscow, given asylum’
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Syrian PM Jalali ready to hand over charge to Oppn

Israeli soldiers take a position in the Golan Heights near Syrian border.


