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Withthebusiness,movie,andpoliticalelite inattendance, theoath-taking
eventof thenewMaharashtragovernmentwentbeyondjustpompandshow

Notes on a Mumbai gala: What Devendra
Fadnavis’s star-studded inauguration reveals

INMY four decades of covering
Indianpolitics, Ihaveneverseen
a swearing-in ceremony as
grand as the one in which
DevendraFadnavis tookoathas
CM last Thursday along with
DeputyCMsEknathShindeand
AjitPawar.

Its significancewent beyond
thecolour,pomp,music,dancing,
and the 40,000 people at
Mumbai'sAzadMaidanwhowit-
nessed “Deva bhau” and the
DeputyCMsgetswornin.Among
thosepresentatthestar-studded
event were Prime Minister
Narendra Modi; Union Home
Minister Amit Shah; the BJP top
brass,includingitsCMs;theCMs
of its allies; corporate honchos
suchastheAmbanis;Bollywood
stars;cricketers;andsants.

Theeventunderlinedthesub-
alternisation of Indian politics
that has been underway as also
its glamourisation,which seem
tobeatoddswitheachotherbut
perhapsnotsomuchafterall.

It also underlined the emer-
gence of women as a powerful
constituency in the state. Not
only did the newCMannounce
the continuation of the Majhi
Ladki Bahin Yojana soon after
taking over, he took the oath of
office as “Devendra Sarita
GangadharraoFadnavis”,adding
the names of his parents to his.
The Deputy CMs did likewise.
This is the way they are de-
scribed on the nameplates that
hangoutside theiroffices.

Gone are the days when
oath-taking ceremonies were
held in the confines of the Raj
Bhavan or the Rashtrapati
Bhavanandwerebriefandstaid
occasions. Now they are held in
theopen,inthemidstoftheaam
aadmiandaamauratwhomthe
electedrepresent.

Earlier, the austere attire on
these occasions was used to
show a dedication to service. It
has given way to flamboyance
andthefinestoffineriesinwhich

people turn out as politics has
becomemoreaboutoptics(both
Fadnavis and Ajit Pawar wore
pink-huedjacketstogiveames-
sage towomenvoters).

The PM and Fadnavis natu-
rally evoked claps when they
came on the stage but surpris-
inglyitwasShindewhoattracted
ahugeapplause.Maharashtrahas
authoredanew“non-elite”coali-
tion model where a CM and a
DeputyCMcanswappositionsin
successive administrations,
somethingthatwouldhavebeen
unthinkable inthepast.

Shindedidnot lookveryup-
beat to begin with. It was only
when the PM patted his hand
thrice after he took oath that a
smile lit his face. Many believe
thatevenasShindewasbargain-
ing hard for the Home
Department,hewasonly trying
to ensure that Urban
Development remained with
him. The new CM has made it
clear that the Cabinetwill be in
placebyDecember16.

The applause for Shindewas
about the success of a subaltern.
Itwasabouthisrisefromhumble
beginnings,clawinghiswaytothe
top, andmanaging to hold his
own.HebecameaMarathaleader
of consequence in the last two
years and the “laadla”ofwomen
voterswhodecidedthattheLadki
BahinYojanashouldberolledout
intimefortheAssemblyelections
andnottheLokSabhapolls.

The ‘last bastion’
Positioning himself differ-

ently from the “inaccessible”

Uddhav Thackeray,withwhom
he broke ranks in 2022, Shinde
opened the CM’s residence,
“Varsha”, to ordinary people
whocouldwalkin,beheard,and
served tea or a meal. And he
opened the treasury for social
welfare schemes. Though his
partywon57Assembly seatsas
opposed toUddhav’s 20, itmay
not be the denouement of this
SenaversusSenasaga.

Uddhav, conscious that he
may be losing his core pro-
HinduconstituencytoShinde, is
already“course-correcting”.One
of his close aides justified the
demolition of the BabriMasjid,
provoking protests from allies,
and the Sena (UBT) leadermay
wellmoveoutoftheMahaVikas
Aghadi(MVA).Theultimatebat-
tle for the cash-rich
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation(BMC)isaroundthe
corner.Tounderlinehowimpor-
tanttheBMCistoUddhav,outof
his party’s tally of 20 Assembly
seats, 10camefromMumbai.

The BJP also views the BMC
asthe“lastbastion”itmustcon-
quertopushaheadwithitsplans
for “urban renewal” and “slum
redevelopment”. It is also a rea-
son why it has treated Shinde
with kid gloves. The BJP will
needhishelptocapturethecivic
body and further weaken
Uddhav’shold inMaharashtra.

‘Supremely confident’
While no partywon an out-

rightmajority in the Assembly,
politicalstabilityis implicit inthe
arithmetic.

The BJP is only a step away
fromcapturingpoweronitsown
if the situation becomes sticky
with the allies. Havingwon132
seats,withadozenpartymem-
berswhowonon the symbol of
eithertheSenaortheNationalist
Congress Party (NCP) and the
support of four Independents,
the BJP could be home and dry
evenwithout the support of its
allies. This may rein in both
ShindeandAjitdada.

The oath ceremony showed
the subtle change that has come
aboutinthebodylanguageofBJP
leaders as they strode across the
stage — supremely confident
again — to greet allies N
Chandrababu Naidu, Nitish
Kumar, and Chirag Paswan on
whosesupport theyaredepend-
ent in the Centre. The
Maharashtra results havemade
theJune4verdictlooklikeathing
of thepast.

The other striking aspect of
theceremonywas the thunder-
ous applause for Uttar Pradesh
CMYogiAdityanath as thoseon
the stagewere introduced one
byone. Likehispoliticsornot, it
shows Adityanath’s growing
popularitybeyondUP.

There was a time, in 2018,
when some in the RSS circles
used to speakaboutAdityanath
andFadnavis as the two leaders
whomightplaya“nationalrole”
in the future. But then, as
Adityanath held his own,
Fadnavis’s fortunes dipped be-
fore his eventual return to the
topandhe isback in reckoning.

A few days before he took
overasCM,Fadnaviscalledhim-
selfa“modern-dayAbhimanyu”
who knew how to break the
chakravyuh.

He managed to do it with
helpfromDelhiandNagpur.But
thebattlehasyet tobewonand
given the tasks he has set him-
self—suchasthelinkingofrivers
to generate employment and
deal with drought—muchwill
depend on how he takes along
his BJP colleagues, allies, and
thoseintheOpposition,weakas
theymayhavebecome.
(Neerja Chowdhury,

Contributing Editor, The Indian
Express,hascoveredthelast11Lok
Sabha elections. She is the author
ofHowPrimeMinistersDecide)
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CricketerSachinTendulkarwithactorShahRukhKhanatthe
swearing-inof thenewMaharashtragovernment.Deepak Joshi
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DURINGAN internal survey, the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI)hasfoundthat250ofitspro-
tectedmonumentsarecurrently
registeredasWaqfproperties,The
IndianExpresshaslearnt.

Thecentralagencyisexpected
to put this on record before the
Joint Parliamentary Committee
(JPC) examining the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill, 2024, also
seekingbacktheircontrol.

Sources say the current list
alsoincludesseveralmonuments
listed in the 2006 Sachar
Committee report on the Social,
EconomicandEducationalStatus
of the Muslim Community of
India,whichhadlistedout“Waqf
properties in India under unau-
thorisedpossessionofASI”.While
not all these 172 sites are pro-
tectedmonuments of national
importance, someof thepromi-
nent sites inDelhi include Jama
MasjidatFerozeshahKotla,Chhoti
Gumti makbara in RK Puram,

HauzKhasMasjidandIdgah.The
monuments span acrossmost
partsof thecountry,sourcessay.

During the fourthmeetingof
theJPCinSeptember,theASIhad
put this number at 120.
Consequently, it sought reports
fromvariouscirclesandthenum-
berhasnowreached250,sources
said. The agencywill tell the JPC
howitcreatesconflictinmanage-
mentandconservationwork,and
manyofthesemonuments were
unilaterally registered by the

WaqfBoardastheirproperties..
During the fourthmeetingof

the JPC examining the amend-
ment in September, theASI had
givenapresentationonissuesre-
latedtoWaqfinprotectedmonu-
ments and sites, also explaining
theproblemstheagencyisfacing
atthesemonumentswithregard
topreservationandconservation.

Another bone of contention
between the ASI and theWaqf
Boardisgoingtobeontheunilat-
eral nature of these contentions,

itislearnt.TheWaqfAct1995em-
powers theBoard todeclare any
property or building as Waqf
property in thenameof charity.
Usingthisauthority,theBoardhas
issuednotificationstodeclarepro-
tectedmonumentsasWaqfprop-
erties, resulting in conflictswith
the rights granted under the
Ancient Monuments and
ArchaeologicalSitesandRemains
Act(AMASR)1958.

TheASI contends thatmany
propertieswhichhavepreviously
been conserved by the govern-
ment, havebeen claimedby the
Waqfwithout anyproof. It is go-
ing to raise issueson theproof of
charity (a document stating the
saidpropertywashanded to the
Boardbyitsowner),whichitsays
ismissinginmanycases.

Opposition parties had op-
posed the introduction of the
Waqf(Amendment)Bill,sayingits
provisionswere against federal-
ismandconstitutionalprovisions.
Consequently, Minority Affairs
MinisterKirenRijijiu hadagreed
to the suggestions for further
scrutinyof thebill.

250protectedmonuments registered
asWaqfproperties, findsASIsurvey

TheArchaeologicalSurveyofIndiasaidthatmanyproperties
havebeenclaimedbytheWaqfwithoutanyproof.File
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THE CONGRESS on Sunday re-
acted to EAM S Jaishankar’s re-
cent Parliament statement on
the border situation in Ladakh
and demanded a debate on the
“full gamut” of India-China re-
lationship focusing on both
strategicandeconomicpolicy.

“The INC reiterates the de-
mandithasbeenmakingforthe
past few years-that Parliament
must, to reflect a collective na-
tionalresolve,begivenanoppor-
tunity to debate the full gamut
of the India-China relationship.
This discussion should focus on
bothstrategicandeconomicpol-
icy,especiallysinceourdepend-
enceonChinahasincreasedeco-

nomically,evenasitunilaterally
changed the status quo on our
borders over four years back,”
said Jairam Ramesh, Congress
MP and general secretary in-
chargecommunications.

OnWednesday, Jaishankar
made a statement in both
Houses of Parliament referring
to friction points in Galwan
Valley and Pangong Tso, where
disengagement of troops was
achievedtwoyearsagobycreat-
ingbufferzones.Hesaidtempo-
rary and limited steps were
workedoutinafewotherplaces
where friction had occurred in
2020.

His statementwas followed
byabriefuproar,andOpposition
MPs walked out after Rajya
Sabha Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhardisallowedthemfrom

seekingclarifications.
Initsstatement,theCongress

said that “it is unfortunate, but
typicalof theModigovernment,
thatMPswerenot permitted to
seekanyclarifications”.

The Congress MP asked
questionsandsaidthefirstcom-
munication on the “crisis”with
China “came on June 19, 2020
when the PM (PrimeMinister
NarendraModi)providedaclean
chitpubliclytoChinaandfalsely
stated, ‘Na koi hamari seema
mein ghus aaya hai, na hi koi
ghusahuahai'”.

“Not onlywas this an insult
to our fallen soldiers, but it also
weakened India’s position in
subsequent negotiations.
Whatever prompted the PM to
make this assertion?” the party
said.

Congress seeks House debate on
‘full gamut’ of India-China ties

Srinagar: A controversy has
erupted after PDP leader Iltija
Mufti, the daughter of former
J&K chief minister Mehbooba
Mufti, termedHindutva a “dis-
ease” in a comment on social
media in response to a video
purportedlyshowingthreeboys
being assaulted and forced to
chant “Jai Shri Ram” inMP. The
BJP has demanded an apology
from her for the “derogatory”
comment.

Sharingthevideooftheboys’
assault on X, Iltija on Saturday
lamented that “minorMuslim
boysarewhackedwithchappals
only because they refuse to
chant” the name of Lord Ram.
“Hindutvaisadiseasethathasaf-
flictedmillionsofIndiansandsul-
liedaGod’sname,”shesaid.ens

Iltija terms
Hindutva a
‘disease’, BJP
demands apology


