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expecting the PIO to find answers
for them.

A Public Information Officer (P10)
is not expected to provide
intangible such as interpretations,
opinions, advices, explanations,
reasons as they cannot be said to be
included in the definition of
information in Section 2(f) of the
RTI Act, 2005.

The information related to Public
Hearings and the list of objectors
etc. is available in downloadable
format on Commission’s website

WWW.merc.gov.in. **
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According to section 2(f) of the Act ‘Information’ means ‘any material in any form’. Ministry of Personnel,
Public Grievances & Pensions Department of Personnel Training No. 11/2/2008-IR dated 10th July, 2008. Careful reading
of the definition of ‘Information’ and ‘right to information’ makes it clear that a citizen has a right to get the material,
inspect the material, take notes form the material, take extracts or certified copies of the material, take samples of the
material, take the material in the form of diskettes etc. The PIO is required to supply such material to the citizen who seeks
it. The Act, however, does not require the PIO to deduce some conclusion from the ‘material’ and supply the ‘conclusion’
so deduced to the applicant. The PIO is required to supply the ‘material, in form as held by the public authority and is not
required to do research on behalf of the citizen to deduce anything from the material and then supply it to him.

Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions Department of Personnel Training No. 1/7/2009-IR dated
Ist June, 2009. Information cannot include within its fold answers to the question “Why” which would be same thing as
asking the reason for a justification for a particular thing. The PIO cannot expect to communicate to the citizen the reason
why a certain thing was done or not done in the sense of a justification are matter within the domain of adjudication
authorities and cannot properly be classified as information.” This is not come under RTI.

**As per the Hon’ble CIC decision No. CIC/Y A/A/2014/000379/SB Dated 19.09.2016 in the matter of Shri.
K. Lall Vs M. K. Bagri, Assistant Registrar of Companies and CPIO, Appeal No. CIC/AT/A/2007/00112, dated
12.04.2007, since the same is available in public domain, the PIO is not obliged to provide the same to the appellant
under the RTI Act.
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